Pinellas County Democratic Executive Committee
General Membership Meeting
October 27, 2011
At 7:03pm, Chair, Mark Hanisee, called the meeting to order. Chair noted that a quorum was present and welcomed everyone.  The pledge of allegiance was recited.   
Chair noted that we have a full agenda tonight.  We have some special guests and great speakers tonight.  All reports from officers and committee chairs will be limited to two minutes. 
Approval of Minutes. Rhodell Fields moved that the August and September minutes be approved; Larry Floriani seconded; the motion was unanimously approved.
Vice Chair’s Report.  Karen Hodgen reminded the membership about and invited everyone to the Holiday Party on December 3 at the VFW in St Petersburg.  There will be great food, a silent auction, and good company.  The affair will be on the dressy side.  We will also be collecting toys for kids for the Enoch Davis Center.   There will be a Wake Pinellas Event on Jobs.  Details are on the website.  Two clubs are sponsoring a picnic to benefit the building fund on Nov 6 at Jack Killingworth’s.  Details are on the website.  Karen also mentioned her excitement about Occupy Wall Street.
Treasurer’s Report.  Ron Baldwin distributed his report by email to each member who has email prior to the meeting, which shows the DEC financial position in detail for the period December 10, 2010 through October 26, 2011.  Ron will send this report each month, which will be cumulative so the prior reports may be deleted.  We have free cash of only $545, which is not adequate.  We look to our major donors to make contributions to the victory fund, which is used only for electing Democrats to office.  Operating expenses should be funded by the membership. If every member contributed $10 a month, we would have enough to cover our monthly expenses.
Chair asked the membership to write checks, which we will collect at the door at the end of the meeting.
Sergeant at arms Report.  Johnny Boykins introduced our special guests, whom the membership acknowledged with applause.  There will be no meetings in November and December.  Johnny will look for a new place or try to negotiate a better deal with the hotel for 2012.  
State Committee members’ Report: A written report was handed out to all members by Rick Boylan and Linda Lucas, which report is attached to these minutes.  More than 70 people are going to the State Convention from Pinellas County.  Linda noted that the report contains some interesting websites, new about fair districts.  Rick will produce a list of all Pinellas delegates to the convention and will email it out by tomorrow morning to all delegates.  The state party website has a link to the state convention which has a link for travel directions.   The Republicans have moved the primary to January in violation of their party rules.  The Democratic party is not going to hold a primary but will hold county caucuses In May, and the national party is giving us 20% more delegates.  
Credentials Committee Report.  Jane Pictor presented the following for election: Kimberley Diaz, District 53, Precinct 238; and Justin Waters, D48, P629.  Elaine Granata moved that the foregoing be accepted for election; Joe Saportas seconded; the motion was unanimously approved.  Jane asked that Joe Morgan  be moved from appointed to elected:   Rich Piper moved that Joe Morgan be so changed;  Elaine Granata seconded; the motion was unanimously approved.
By Laws Committee  Report.  Nina Hayden, Chair, reported that the committee is working on revising two by-laws provisions, which will be presented in January for a vote in February.  She is also exploring obtaining additional insurance to cover liability for the board members. The committee will look into this and report on its availability and cost.
Club Presidents Committee Report.  Gerald Goen, Chair, introduced Jonathan Snow, who is a candidate for congress in District 9.  Jonathan addressed the membership, noting that our politics has been ruined by money.  Jonathan asked us to sign a petition to get money out of politics (or do it by text message) or at www.getmoneyout.com.  Jonathan also asked for our help to get his name on the ballot by signing a candidate petition tonight before we leave the meeting.  
Chair asked Commissioner Welch to address the membership.  Commissioner Welch noted that we are in a fight for the future of our nation, with the attacks on unions, public health, public transportation.  It is time for Democrats to stand up and fight.  Commissioner Welch has been battling the Tea Party, which attend every commission meeting.  Commissioner Welch is the only Democrat on the commission and asked our support for his reelection campaign for 2012.  
Ashley Pinedo, OFA Field Director, addressed the meeting.  She brought “I am in” cards with her, including cards in Spanish.  She also brought a document outlining what Obama has done for the Latino community.  She recognized two of the fall fellows on the Obama campaign:  Rich Piper and Heidi Sanchez.  Victoria Kirby is the local OFA coordinator and her number is 727 512-9550.  OFA is doing voter registration. On Thursday, Nov 3, there is a voter registration training.
Doug Hickman announced the fundraiser picnic to benefit the building fund for the headquarters to be held on Nov 6 at Jack Killingsworth’s house.  We are the only county in Florida to own its own building.   The building needs a new roof.  The trees need to be trimmed.  Tickets for the picnic are $25.
Nicki Capeheart from Congresswoman’s Castor office briefly addressed the meeting.
Chair introduced three speakers for this evening’s members:  Victor DiMaio, Hillsborough  Hispanic Democratic Caucus President; Patrick Manteiga, Publisher of La Gaceta; and Randy Pines, Political Director/Organizer for Teamsters Local 79.
Chair introduced Victor DiMaio, president of the Hillsborough County Democratic Hispanic Caucus.
Victor DiMaio noted that he appears regularly on TV, Fox News, Neil Cavuto, CNN, battling the republicans.  DiMaio sued the Democratic party over the 2008 primary, DiMaio v. DNC.  He met with Obama’s national director for outreach for Hispanics.  This area is important to Obama’s reelection.  If we can win this area, Obama can win the state.  He is helping Elaine Granata to form a Pinellas County Hispanic Democratic caucus.  Victor is half Cuban and is very interested in issues related to Cuba.  He was a member of a recent delegation to Cuba.  Every country is doing business with Cuba except the US.  Tampa is the closest port to Cuba.  If the embargo were dropped, jobs would increase in this area by a large amount.  The Chinese are drilling for oil in Cuban waters just off the coast of Key West.  European countries are building hotels in Cuba.  The US is missing the boat because of the embargo, which has been in place for 50 years.  
Victor is working with Scott Swope who is running for Pinellas County sheriff.  We have a great opportunity here since this is the first time in many years that we do not have an incumbent sheriff running.  There will be a democratic primary but Swope’s opponent is not serious.  He urged the members to get involved with the Swope campaign.  The republicans are going to have a very tough primary for sheriff, which should help eat up their fundraising advantage.  
Chair introduced Patrick Manteiga, publisher of La Gaceta.
Patrick Manteiga’s paper is “fair but very imbalanced”.  It was born out of the Ybor cigar factories in Tampa, where his grandfather was a lector who read the news of the day to the workers.  The owners were able to end the lector service so his grandfather founded a newspaper, which served the oppressed latino community and the unions.  The paper is staunchly Democratic and has never endorsed a republican in a partisan election in its history.  Democrats stand for the working man.  His newspaper is an advocacy newspaper and is about the community.  The paper had its best year in its history last year.  This was due to foreclosures, which require publishing foreclosure notices.  Manteiga spoke about his feelings about Cuba and his experiences in Cuba, including two meetings with Castro.  Manteiga noted that we could fix Cuba’s economic problems by sitting on their beaches and drinking rum.  End the travel and trade embargo and have American tourists go to Cuba who will take the money from the American tourists and use it to buy US produced food.  The US has hurt Cuba economically in a very serious way through the embargo and by putting Cuba on the list of terrorist nations.  The US Cuba policy is Florida policy, which is partly based on hatred and partly on racism.
Chair introduced Randy Pines, 
Randy Pines read quotes from FDR in 1936 that are applicable to today. We are in a battle for our very existence.  There are 34 states in which voter suppression is occurring right now.  The republicans are waging a war on workers, union and nonunion alike.  Randy talked about Bernie Sander’s solutions to the political, economic and financial system, which works for the 1%.   There are more of us than there are of them and if we don’t win, shame on us. 
Mike Fox asked for the volunteers to be at the Largo library to show solidarity with the firefighters who was sign waving for Smith.
Joe Saporitas motioned to adjourn; Joe Barkely seconded; motion was unanimously approved at 8:50pm.
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October 27, 2011
STATE CONVENTION -- Pinellas will have nearly seventy delegates at the state convention this weekend in Lake Buena Vista. The convention schedule is on-line at www.fladems.com/page/content/2011Convention. Activities begin at 5:00 pm on Friday with the Chairman’s reception and conclude with a join meeting of the State Central Committee and Executive Committee on Sunday at 11:00 am. It should be quite an exciting time and the schedule has great opportunities for our delegates to learn and network. 
NEW WEBSITE -- Check out the new website developed by the Florida Democratic Party, www.rickpublicans.com.  Rickpublicans are defined as “Proper name for Florida Republicans wrought with greed and corruption who are hell-bent on selling out to the corporations and special interests while leaving Florida’s middle class families out-to-dry.”
FAIR DISTRICTS -- This website has updates from every state on it (scroll to bottom of the page) ballotpedia.org/wiki/index.php/Fair_Districts_Florida. It also includes links to an interactive site for Florida voters, population maps and the latest input from citizens to the Florida House Redistricting Committee at www.floridaredistricting.org.
PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY / NATIONAL CONVENTION0 -- The Republicans set Florida’s presidential primary for January 31, 2012, in violation of the rules of both national party committees. This means that the first official step in the Democratic Party’s 2012 delegate selection process will be the county caucuses held across the state on May 5.  The delegates elected at the county caucuses will go to the State Convention in Tampa on June 2 where they will caucus by congressional district and elect district level delegates to the national convention. The district level delegates will meet in the afternoon to elect other national convention delegates. 
Holding our first step on May 5, means Florida qualifies for an additional 20% in “bonus” delegates. So, for example, Congressional District 10 will send seven delegates rather than six to Charlotte. 
The Democratic National Convention will be held the week of September 3, 2012 in Charlotte, NC. For information about the National Convention, visit http://demconvention.com. 
PINELLAS LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION MEETINGS -- The Pinellas Legislative Delegation held a meeting this morning, October 27,2011. Visit www.pinellascounty.org/delegation for information about the delegation, the meeting agenda and speakers list, the Local Bills for 2011-12, and upcoming hearings. Session starts in January this year. 
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